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In ancient Chinese civilization, emperors were revered as the direct descendants of the gods, who

ruled all of nature and the heavens. Animal bones were consulted as oracles to answer the great

questions of life and death, and ancestral spirits were thought to roam the earth, negotiating with the

gods on behalf of the living. From the legends of the Eight Immortals to the teachings of Confucius,

"Chinese Mythology A to Z, Second Edition" provides a refreshing, insightful look at the stories and

myths that open a window onto this civilization. Coverage of this title includes: Buddhist deities and

legendary characters; animal stories, such as the fox legends; important locations, such as shrines

and sacred places; allegorical figures, such as the Jade Emperor, the Rain Master, and the Lord of

the Granary; and, more.
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Great book, checked it out at the library and decided to buy it!

Read in the local library too. I found having an overview of what seems important may be culled



from other readings-even Hughart's Master Li and Number Ten Ox Chronicles- sparked interest in

this selection. The illustrations are quite attractive. Being an American any tool to maximize

knowledge requires focus. Mr Roberts style, geared toward young inquiry, is thoughtful and

appreciated.
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